those units and for other things requiring the use of symbols. (3) Abbreviations of journal titles.
The Conference was attended by about 200 editors and in welcoming the delegates on behalf of the President and Council of the Royal Society of Medicine the Chairman said: We have quite a task before us because our problem is the universal one of human communication. In this century when scientist and doctor, to an ever increasing extent, are subject to the decisions of others, especially with regard to research and information, it is essential for us to fight for communication between men of science of all nations. In this way we could make one of the most effective contributions to the cause of world peace.
Indeed, as Bernal as long ago as 1939 and Chombart de Lauwe in 1965 have pointed out, if we are not careful the sciences of decision may set themselves up against the sciences of information instead of complementing them.
We are concerned with the rules of semantics which relate symbols to the things symbolized, with the rules of syntactics which control the relation between symbols and, also, with the rules of pragmatics which control the relations between symbols and their users which are, of course, the most fundamental of all.
At least in these islands of Great Britain and Ireland we must learn all to speak the same language. We can try at the same time to make our language conform with that on the continent of Europe and/or with that on the continent of America; to do one will not be easy; to do both will be very difficult indeed. But we at least must speak the same language as each other. This is the task before us, so let us make a beginning here this afternoon.
Metrication
Professor M J Lighthill (The Royal Society, London)
The Royal Society is concerned to do all it can to smooth the process towards metrication and decimalizationwhich includes the introduction of decimal currency due to be completed by 1971. Since its acceptance of the metric system, announced in the House of Commons in 1965 by Mr Douglas Jay, then President of the Board of Trade, the Government's policy has been to encourage general adoption of the system in industry. At the present pace of the changeover it seems likely that the hope of reaching the halfway stage by 1970 will be more than fulfilled. The conversion of workshops and equipment to metric standards is progressing well: in the past ten years the attitude of industry has changed from reluctance to enthusiasm because the majority of our exports are now going to metric countries.
It is therefore desirable for education to be directed towards fitting children for a metric environment on leaving school. Educationalists welcome the change, especially in the light of the swing away from science because of boredom, often starting early, with the vast number of different types of unit in arithmetic. The Royal Society, which has held a number of conferences on metrication in education, agrees that education in mathematics would be greatly improved and
